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The Next Step Beyond Limits

 Don’t get discouraged by seeing too many 
issues around you

 Strive to see things from different perspective

 Challenge existing practices

 Propose new solutions

 You don’t have to change the world, conquer 
nature, or write the next great masterpiece -
just believe in the possibility of your own 
potential
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What’s the problem?

What are the possible solutions?

What are the pros and cons of each?



Best Practices for Improving Critical Thinking Skills

• Waste No Time
• minimize the amount of time you waste thinking and acting on trivial matters

• Learning Has No Boundaries - Learn Something New Every Day
• John Glenn was the oldest person to travel into space at the age of 72.

• Distance runner Paul Spangler ran his 14th marathon at 92.

• J.R.R. Tolkien published the first volume of The Lord of the Rings at 62. 

• Kenyan midwife Priscilla Sitienei learned to read and write at the age of 90.

• Teiichi Igarashi climbed Mt. Fuji at 99.

• H. G. Wells completed his doctoral dissertation in 1942 at the age of 76 (he was a middle-school dropout)

• Develop a Questioning Mind
• Explore possibilities - ask meaningful questions that lead to constructive and useful answers

• Practice Active Listening
• Making conscious effort to hear the words being said, and more importantly understanding their message

• Don’t Rush - Solve Just One Problem
• So many problems and so little time; this is the curse of the modern times and they don’t go away on their own. The 

secret is to take them on one by one, one day at a time, and learn how to avoid them in the future
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The Next Step Beyond Limits – Energy
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The Next Step Beyond Limits – Energy Consumption
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Questions?



The Next Step Beyond Limits – Oil Price Projection

• D
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The Next Step Beyond Limits – Oil Reserves vs Production
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The Next Step Beyond Limits
Technology differentiates our performance…
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The Next Step Beyond Limits – Oil Consumption & Trade
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Future is in your hands – just open your mind !
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Questions?



Critical Thinking:
What’s the problem? What are the possible solutions? What are the pros and cons of each?

• Don’t Take Anything at Face Value
• Evaluate what you hear, what you read, and what you decide to do. Don’t do something because it’s always done, 

spend some time just thinking, so it is more likely to make a better, more reasoned choice

• Consider Motive
• Where information is coming from is a key part of thinking critically about it. Everyone has a motive and a bias. 

Sometimes, it’s pretty obvious; other times, it’s a lot harder to detect

• Do Your Research
• If you have a problem to solve, a decision to make, or a perspective to evaluate, start reading about it. The more 

information you have, the better prepared you’ll be to think things through and come up with a reasonable answer

• Ask Questions
• Don’t be shy… once you go down that rabbit hole, you not only learn more, but often discover whole new ways of 

thinking about things

• Don’t Assume You’re Right
• If you don’t take in other perspectives and points of view, think them over, and compare them to your own, you 

really aren’t doing much thinking at all 

• Break It Down
• Being able to see the big picture is a great quality, but being able to see that picture for all its components is even 

better.

• Keep It Simple
• Find the simplest explanation that fits all facts… it is most obvious explanation that should be preferred, at least until 

it’s proven wrong 22


